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HIGHLIGHTS FROM AROUND THE DISTRICTHIGHLIGHTS FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT

Showing Appreciation for our Teachers!Showing Appreciation for our Teachers!
I t 's  Teacher  Appreciat ion W eek!I t 's  Teacher  Appreciat ion W eek! We're
honoring all 316 teachers in our district for all
of the work they do each and every day as
they continuously strive to increase student
achievement. W e salut e t hei r  se l f lessW e salut e t hei r  se l f less
dedicat ion t o t he t eaching profess iondedicat ion t o t he t eaching profess ion
and t he import ant  role t hey play in t heand t he import ant  role t hey play in t he
l i v es  of  our  chi ldren.l i v es  of  our  chi ldren.

There are a variety of things planned this
week district wide and at each building.
We've picked eight teachers to highlight on
social media - one from each building - as
examples of the best of the best in our
district. Stay tuned each day to our Facebook
Page to see these features.

Be sure t o express  appreciat ion t o yourBe sure t o express  appreciat ion t o your
chi ld's  t eacher  t hi s  week.chi ld's  t eacher  t hi s  week. Consider nominating them for our Teacher of the
Year award. We'll be honoring one teacher and one support staff person during
our back to school celebration in August. The recipients of these prestigious
awards will be recognized for their demonstrated excellence, their dedication
to student achievement and success, their posit ive attitude, their proven
leadership skills, and innovative ideas. The nomination form can be found here
on our website. The nominat ion deadl ine i s  t hi s  Fr iday, May 10.The nominat ion deadl ine i s  t hi s  Fr iday, May 10.

http://www.facebook.com/xeniacommunityschools
http://www.xeniaschools.org/about_us/latest_news/teacher___support_staff_of_the_year_awards


Adaptiv e P.E. DayAdaptiv e P.E. Day
The fourth annual Adapted Physical Education Field Day was held at Xenia High
School last Thursday. More than 80 students participated in various carnival-
themed gross motor activ it ies with the support of more than 50 staff members,
student volunteers, parent volunteers, and community members. The event
demonstrated the amazing talents, resilience, perseverance, and sportsmanship
of our most physically challenged students in the district.

The Visioning Committee has been meeting once a month for the last nine
months to determine the next steps in creating 21st-century learning
env ironments for Xenia’s students. The Committee will host Facilit ies Plan
Listening Sessions on Thursday, May 16, and all Xenia residents are inv ited to
attend. 

Three L i s t ening S ess ions  MAY 16: Three L i s t ening S ess ions  MAY 16: 

9 :00  a.m. at  t he Board of  Educat ion Off ice, 819 Colorado Dr i v e9:00 a.m. at  t he Board of  Educat ion Off ice, 819 Colorado Dr i v e
3:30 p.m. at  W arner  Middle S chool , 600 Buckskin Trai l3 :30  p.m. at  W arner  Middle S chool , 600 Buckskin Trai l
7 :30  p.m. at  W arner  Middle S chool , 600 Buckskin Trai l7 :30  p.m. at  W arner  Middle S chool , 600 Buckskin Trai l

Each session will be the same so it is not necessary to attend all three sessions.

The sessions will begin with a brief presentation of the Visioning Committee’s
work to define what the future could look like for Xenia’s students, which include
several building plan options addressing how best students can learn in our
rapidly changing world. 

The building options offer ideas to address renovations, additions,
improvements, and/or replacement of the district’s middle and high school
buildings. Attendees will have the opportunity to prov ide feedback directly to
district administrators. It is not necessary to RSVP to attend a Listening Session. If
you have any questions, contact Wendy Planicka, Coordinator of
Communications, at (937) 562-9005 or wplanicka@xeniaschools.org.

The Visioning Committee is comprised of 75 Xenia residents who are invested in
the future of Xenia Community Schools. The committee is made up of parents,
teachers, district staff, students, business owners, retirees, local leaders, elected



officials, and interested citizens. 

We hope you'll join us for this exciting conversation about our future.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA PRESCHOOLHIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA PRESCHOOL

Hatching Baby ChicksHatching Baby Chicks

Students in 13 preschool classrooms
learned that liv ing things change over
time by watching baby chicks grow and
hatch over the last few weeks. Students
were able to observe the chicks in the egg
through a method known as candling, then
they watched as the baby chick hatched
out of the egg.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM ARROWOOD ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM ARROWOOD ELEMENTARY

Star Lab W ows StudentsStar Lab W ows Students

Kindergarten and first grade students got to take a trip through space in the Star
Lab, a portable planetarium that travels to schools. Students were enthralled
with the v ideo, as many have not had an IMAX theater experience.  

Learning About Police OfficersLearn ing About Police Officers



Officer Evans loves to share his experience as a
police officer with Arrowood first graders.
Students enjoyed hearing about how to
become a police officer and how police
officers serve and protect the communities
they live in.

Ice Cream Sundae PartyIce Cream Sundae Party

Fourth grade students celebrated their MAP
score growth with an ice cream sundae party.
Students could have up to four toppings on
their ice cream. Toppings were earned for
meeting and exceeding their MAP goals for
both reading and math. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM COX ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM COX ELEMENTARY

AAA Safety Patrol Advisor of theAAA Safety Patrol Advisor of the
YearYear

Fifth grade teacher LaShann Latimer won the
AAA School Safety 2019 Patroller of the Year
Award last week. She works hard each morning
and afternoon making sure that all Cox
students arrive at school safely and return
home safely. She has been the Cox Safety
Patrol Adv isor for more than 20 years! She is
pictured with Letit ia Perry, News Anchor from
WHIO, who served as the emcee for the AAA
Awards Event.

Flower Poll inationFlower Poll ination

Miss Kern’s class learned about flower
pollination in science. They made bumblebees
from pipe cleaners and collected pollen from
their own flower, then v isited a friend’s flower.
The pollen (either Italian seasoning or
cinnamon) stuck to the stamen on their flower.
Students observed that after v isits from various
bees to their flower, both cinnamon and Italian
seasoning were stuck to the stamen. Students
concluded that a flower cannot pollinate itself:
a flower needs pollen from another flower to
fertilize and create more seeds.

W rit ing PoetryW rit ing Poetry

Mrs. Reed’s fourth grade language arts classes
expressed their creativ ity by writ ing poems.
Each student wrote the following types of



poems and placed them in a booklet: Haiku,
Diamante’, Five Senses, Cinquain, Color,
Pyramid, and Biography.

Girls on the Run FundraiserGirls on the Run Fundraiser

The Girls on the Run team at Cox Elementary held a snack stand as their
community impact project. The girls raised nearly $175 for the H.A.L.O
organization, benefit ing homeless animals. On May 11 the girls will run their 5K
race at Fifth Third Field in Dayton.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM MCKINLEY ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM MCKINLEY ELEMENTARY

Computer Aided DesignComputer Aided Design

Third graders in Mr. Carey's math classes
have been learning how to create 3D
models using computer aided design
(CAD). They are using CAD to rev iew
area and perimeter. They also designed
a keychain, which Mr. Carey printed for
them on his 3D printer that he received
through a grant from GE.  



Mother/Son & Father/DaughterMother/Son & Father/Daughter
DanceDance

McKinley PTO hosted their Annual
Mother/Son & Father/Daughter Dance last
week. More than 250 students and parents
enjoyed the evening of fun dancing, a hula
hoop contest, portraits taken by
BetterImages, and raffles which included a
Build A Bear gift card, and a YMCA one
month membership. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM SHAWNEE ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM SHAWNEE ELEMENTARY



Trip to Bonnybrook FarmsTrip to Bonnybrook Farms

Kindergarten students enjoyed a field
trip to Bonnybrook Farms. After a hay
ride, they learned about and petted
farm animals. The students also learned
about sunflowers and were even able
to plant a sunflower seed to take
home.  

HIGHLIGHTS FROM TECUMSEH ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM TECUMSEH ELEMENTARY



Jungle Themed LessonsJungle Themed Lessons

Third grade teachers Mrs. Rubio and Miss Quist transformed a classroom into a
jungle! The third grade classes had attended the Jungle Book at Taft Theater
earlier in the year which was the inspiration for the room. The connection to the
science standards took learning to the next level. Students participated in a
plant life scavenger hunt, dissected flowers and plants, solved the math mystery
of the jumble jungle, listened to The Tiny Seed, and enjoyed refreshments such as
jungle juice, jungle trail mix, and they especially liked decorating and eating
monkey cupcakes. The students enjoyed their trip to the jungle and were highly
motivated to learn about plants in such a unique learning env ironment.

W rit ing Personal NarrativesW rit ing Personal Narratives

Students in Mrs. Ely's second grade class are
enjoying getting to type their personal
narratives. They read the book "BigMama’s" by
Donald Crews and used their five senses to
chart all the details as he recalled his
childhood trip to v isit his grandma and grandpa
in the summer. They are focusing on writ ing
details in the correct order, using time order
words, and including adjectives to describe
thoughts and feelings.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM WARNER MIDDLEHIGHLIGHTS FROM WARNER MIDDLE



W EB Leaders Volunteer at Bridges of HopeW EB Leaders Volunteer at Bridges of Hope

Eighth grade WEB leaders from Warner Middle School planned, prepared, and
served dinner to residents of Bridges of Hope last Monday. The students served
sloppy joes, mac and cheese, coleslaw, cookies and brownies to 30 residents.
Several WEB leaders asked to do this again soon as they found the experience
to be truly rewarding.

Excellent-rated BandsExcellent-rated Bands

The Warner bands put on a wonderful
concert to a packed gym last
Thursday. The music filled the gym and
the performances were the precursor
to Saturday's Kings Island
performance. Congratulations to all
the band students on a successful
year. All three bands scored an
"excellent" rating and earned first
place in their group.  

HIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA HIGHHIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA HIGH

Megawatt Scholarsh ip W innerMegawatt Scholarsh ip W inner

Senior Lorean Napper is one
of three proud recipients of
the Whirlpool Corporation's
Megawatt Scholarship. To
be eligible to apply for this
scholarship, students must
reside in one of the
communities where the

companies’ turbines are placed and the
students must be seeking a two-year or four-
year degree in science, engineering,
technology, or math STEM at an accredited
university. Lorean will attend Ohio State
University this fall to major in aerospace
engineering. Her name is on one of three
turbines placed in Greenv ille. The wind turbines
power the Whirlpool manufacturing facility
located there.



Graduates of Dist inctionGraduates of Dist inction

Congratulations to the 2019 XHS Graduates of Distinction! Pictured are: Grace
Brown, Trey Cline, Emily Crossley, Adja Diagne, Alexander Dye, Alexandra Fellie,
Asina Marietta, Claire Moore, Lorean Napper, Jacob Stickle. and Isabel Tettau.

24 K Magic at the Prom24 K Magic at the Prom

The 2018-19 Junior-Senior Prom was held
Saturday at the Greene County Fairgrounds
Assembly Hall. The theme for the event was “24
K Magic.” 331 students were in attendance.
Pictured are King and Queen Sam Lockwood
and Gillian Miller.

LET'S STAY CONNECTEDLET'S STAY CONNECTED

Let's stay connected ... our website is a great place to get information about our
district and each of our schools.

Be sure to Like us on Facebook to stay up to date on district announcements and
school building news.

You can also follow Xenia Athletics on Facebook and Twitter to stay up to date
on all grades 7-12 sports teams.

As always, feel free to reach out to me directly by email or call (937) 562-9011.

Have a great week,

Dr. Gabriel E. Lofton, Superintendent

SHARE THE GOOD NEWS!SHARE THE GOOD NEWS!

If you have a highlight, story idea, or photo you'd like to share to be included in
this newsletter or other district communications, email Wendy Planicka,
Coordinator of Communications.

http://www.xeniaschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/xeniacommunityschools
https://www.facebook.com/XeniaAthletics/
https://twitter.com/XeniaAthletics
mailto:glofton@xenia.k12.oh.us
mailto:wplanicka@xenia.k12.oh.us

